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MEETING OF THE INTERIM COMMITTEE 
At the National Research Council Building, May 20, 1919, at 9.30 a.m. 

Present: Messrs. Bancroft, Hussey, Leuschner, Mathews, Merriam, Wash- 
burn, and Woods. 

Mr. Merriam, Chairman of the Council, in the Chair. 

The minutes of the meetings of the Interim Committee of April 22 and 
April 28 were approved as circulated.* 

In behalf of the committee consisting of Messrs. Walcott (Chairman), 
Cross, Dunn, and Merriam, appointed May 8 to carry out plans and to make 
arrangements to move the offices of the National Research Council to more 
suitable quarters, the Chairman reported favorably on the availability of 
the Navy League Building. 

Moved: That if the Navy League Building be leased for the use of the National Research 
Council a committee of three be appointed to consider apportionment of space for the de- 
partments of the Council. (Adopted.) 

Appointed: Messrs. Yerkes (Chairman), Leuschner, and Mathews. At the 
request of Mr. Yerkes, Mr. Mathews was subsequently designated as chair- 
man of the committee. 

Moved: That Mr. H. O. Wood be appointed Assistant to the Secretary of the National 
Research Council from May 16, 1919, to June 30, 1919. {Adopted.) 

Moved: That Mr. Albert L. Barrows the recently appointed Secretary of the Divisions of 
States Relations and Educational Relations of the National Research Council, be authorized 
to stop on his way to Washington from California to consult with a number of state scientiiic 
committees and with research committees in educational institutions. {Adopted.) 

Mr. Yerkes, as Chairman of the Committee on Organization of the Govern- 
ment Division, consisting of Messrs. Bancroft, Nichols, and Yerkes presented 
a report which was provisionally approved and later, May 27 and June 17, 
adopted by the Executive Board and the Council of the National Academy of 
Sciences in the following form: 

Organization of the Government Division 

1. The Division shall consist initially of 

(a) a representative of each of the following bureaus with the provision that 
other bureaus may be added: 

* The Interim Committee has power to act between meetings of the Executive Board. 
Heretofore its actions have been reported as part of the next following meeting of the Exec- 
utive Board. 
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Department of State 

Foreign Intelligence Division 
Department of the Treasury 

Public Health Service 
Department of War 

General Staii Corps 

Military Intelligence Division 

Surgeon General's Office 

Corps of Engineers 

Ordnance Department 

Signal Corps 

Coast Artillery Corps 

Air Service 

Chemical Warfare Service 
Deparlmient of Justice 

Division of Investigations 
Post Office Department 
Department of the Navy 

(OiKce of Naval Operations) 
Office of Naval Intelligence 

Bureau of Navigation Irf'^J 
Naval Observatory "'Ff 

Bureau of Ordnance ' .; ''^ 

Bureau of Construction d,nd liepair 

Bureau of Steam Engineering _J| 

Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Department of the Interior 

Patent Office 

Bureau of Education 

Geological Survey 

Reclamation Service 

Bureau of Mines 
Department of Agriculture 

Weather Bureau 

Bureau of Animal Industry 

Bureau of Plant Industry 

Forest Service 

Bureau of Chemistry 

Bureau of Soils 

Bureau of Entomology 

Bureau of Biological Survey 

Office of Public Roads and Rural Engineering 
Department of Commerce 

Bureau of the Census 

Bureau of Standards 

Bureau of Fisheries 

Coast and Geodetic Survey 
Department of Labor 

Information and Education Service 
and the 
Smithsonian Institution 
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(b) the Chairman of the Research Information Service who shall serve as 
Secretary of the Division. 

2. That the name of a suitable representative of each of the foregoing bu- 
reaus be presented to the President of the United States in accordance with 
Article V, Section 3, of the Organization of the National Research Council, 
for designation by him for service with the National Research Council on the 
Government Division. 

3. That the President of the United States be asked to designate Heads of 
Government Divisions, or suitable representatives thereof, to be appointed as 
members of the National Research Council and assigned to the Government 
Divisions. 

4. That the Government Division be represented on each Division of Sci- 
ence and Technology by one member. 

5. That this official representative of the Government to serve on a Division 
of Science and Technology be nominated by the Executive Committee of the 
Government Division in conference with the Executive Committee of the 
Division of Science and Technology on which he is to serve. 

6. That further desirable cooperative relations between the Division of 
Government Relations and the several Divisions of Science and Technology 
be established through Article III, Section 6, of the new organization. 

Mr. Yerkes presented the following nominations of representatives of Gov- 
ernment Departments for membership on the Research Information Service : 

Labor Department, Royal Meeker 

Agriculture Department, Carl L. Alsberg 

Commerce Department, S. W. Stratton 

Interior Department, Van H. Manning 

War Department, Major General Marlborough Churchill 

Navy Department, Rear Admiral Albert P. Niblack 

State Department, Wesley C. Frost 

Treasiury Department, J. W. Schereschewsky 

Moved: That the names of the foregoing representatives of government departments be 
presented to the President of the United States in accordance with Article V, Section 3, of 
the Organization of the National Research Council, for designation by him for service with 
the National Research Council on the Research Information Service. (Adopted.) 

On further recommendation of Mr. Yerkes, it was 

Moved: That Dr. Milton J. Greenman, of the Wistar Institute of Anatomy and Biology 
of Philadelphia, be elected a member at large of the Research Information Service with the 
recommendation to the President of the National Academy of Sciences that he be appointed 
a member of the National Research Council and assigned to the Research Information 
Service. (Adopted.) 

Mr. Leuschner, the Acting Chairman of the Division of Physical Sciences 
presented the following committees for approval: 

Committee of five consisting of Messrs Millikan, Moore, Moulton, Slaught, and Dickson 
(Chairman) to consider the proposal of a Mathematical Dictionary and report to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Division. 
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Committee of three consisting of Messrs. Leuschner (Chairman), Bumstead, and Fulcher 
to make recommendations regarding abstracts, bibliographies, and monographs. 

Mr. Leuschner, the Acting Chairman of the Division of Physical Sciences 
reported that in accordance with action taken by the Executive Board of 
the Council on April 15, 1919, which provides for a joint committee of the 
Divisions of Chemistry and Chemical Technology and of Physical Sciences on 
a plan for the publication of critical tables of physical and chemical constants, 
Messrs. Bumstead and Millikan had been nominated by the Division to serve 
on the joint committee. (Approved) 

On recommendation of the Acting Chairman of the Division of Physical 
Sciences, it was further 

Moved: That the Division of Educational Relations be requested to cooperate with the 
Division of Physical Sciences and that of Chemistry and Chemical Technology, in formulating 
proper plans whereby a research survey in Physics and Chemistry might be made in educa- 
tional institutions and report back to the Division. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That the principle of appointing committees for the organization and stimulation 
of research in various subjects of physics be approved, with the provision that each member 
of the division become responsible for one or more subjects, which he shall choose in consulta- 
tion with the Acting Chairman of the Division. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That Mr. H. O. Wood be appointed Acting Secretary of the American Section of 
the proposed International Geophysical Union. (Adopted.) 

On recommendation of the Chairman of the Council it was 

Moved: That the Chairman of the Research Fellowship Board be a member of the Di- 
vision of Educational Relations. (Adopted.) 

Mr. Washburn, the Acting Chairman of the Division of Chemistry and 
Chemical Technology presented the following recommendations: 

That a Committee on Sewage Disposal be formed to undertake the following projects: 

1. To prepare a research survey of the field with special reference to possible methods of 
sewage disposal which will recover the valuable oils, fats, and fertilizer constituents of the 
sewage; this survey to include statistical data and a discussion of the economic aspects of the 
subject as well as the scientific ones. 

2. To outline a series of basic research problems necessary to the further extension of 
our knowledge of the possibilities of recovering and utilizing the valuable constituents of 
sewage. 

3. To ascertain what researches are already in progress in the country in connection with 
this problem, and if it seems desirable, to prepare a list of sewage experiment stations or simi- 
lar organizations whose equipment and staffs may possibly be utilized in connection with 
any project of cooperative research which it seems wise to undertake. 

4. To prepare general plans and estimates of cost of establishing a sewage experiment sta- 
tion to study new methods of treating sewage for the recovery of its valuable constituents and 
to work in close cooperation with investigators now engaged or who in the future may be 
interested in undertaking physical, chemical, or bio-chemical investigations on various as- 
pects of the problems which present themselves. 

5. To investigate particularly the Rice Process and the Miles Process of sewage treatment 
and to make recommendations to the Division as to what action, if any, the Council might 
take with reference to research or development in connection with one or both of these 
processes. (Adopted.) 
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That the Committee on Sewage Disposal be constituted with the following personnel: 

Professor G. C. Whipple, Professor of Sanitary Engineering, Harvard University, Chair- 
man. 

Major C. G. Hyde, (Professor of Sanitary Engineering, University of California) Surgeon 
General's Office, War Department, Washington, D. C. 

Lt.-Col. Edward Bartow, Sanitary Corps, U. S. A., A. E. F. Water Analysis Laboratory, 
U. S. A. P. O. No. 702 (?) (Chief of the Illmois State Water Survey and Professor of Sanitary 
Chemistry, University of Illinois.) 

Lt.-Col. W. D. Bancroft, (Chairman Division of Chemistry and Chemical Technology, Na- 
tional Research Council), American University Experiment Station Washington, D. C. 

Professor E. B. Phelps, care of Dr. Charles North, 30 Church Street, New York. 

Mr Martin H. Ottner, 105 Judson St., Jersey City, N. J. 

Dr. W. W. Garner, Physiologist, Bureau of Plant Industry, U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture, Washington, D. C. (Adopted.) 

That the title of the Committee on Specific Heats of Explosive Materials, authorized at 
the meeting of April 2 1, be changed to the Committee on the Thermal Properties of Explosive 
Materials. (Adopted.) 

That the Chairman of the Division of Chemistry and Chemical Technology be authorized 
to expend 1150.00 for the purchase of reference books. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That the question of preparing a list of the reference books belonging to the Na 
tional Research Council be referred to the Research Information Service. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That the hotel bills connected with attendance on the meetings of April 14-15, 
1919, and of April 26-27, 1919, of the members of the Division of Biology and Agriculture be 
approved, but that this action on the part of the Interim Committee shall not be considered as 
a precedent. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That the Interim Committee approve the bills for railroad fare and sleeper for 
the members of the Executive Committees of the Divisions of Physical Sciences and of Biology 
and Agriculture for meeting to be held, the latter part of May, 1919. (Adopted.) 

The following recommendations were submitted by Mr. Woods in behalf of 
the Division of Biology and Agriculture: 

That the present Committee on Bibliography of the Division of Biology and Agriculture 
be continued with the addition of two members to be appointed by the Chair, and that 
this committee be instructed to cooperate with Mr. Yerkes of the Research Inforination 
Service. (Adopted.) 

That the Fertilizer Committee of the Division of Biology and Agriculture be temporarily 
continued with Mr. J. B. Lipman as Chairman. (Adopted.) 

That the Committee on Protein Metabolism in Animal Feeding of the Division of Biology 
and Agriculture be continued until a new general committee is established. (Adopted.) 

That the present Committee on Salt Requirements of the Division of Biology and Agri- 
culture be continued, and that Dr. Crocker be substituted for Dr. Woods on this Committee. 

(Adopted.) 

The Interim Committee adjourned at 12.15 p.m. 

Paul Brockett, Assistant Secretary. 



